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EASTERN CONFERENGCE WESTERN CONFERENCE ! NBA'STANDMGS
Atlantic Division Midwest Division
W L Pct. GB W L Pct. GB ATLANTIC 5“5 T Pet GB \
New York 3519 .648 — Utah 39 16 709 — g:BoI;ng ia 3 g o
Philadelphia 34 21 .618 1%2 San Antonio 36 17 679 2 z-New York 45 37 549 8
Washington 31 51 378 22
Boston 32 22 593 3 Dallas 3128 574 7V :\‘Aiamj 19 gg 220

Washington 22 34 393 14 Denver 2025 537 o A%
NewJersey 13 41 241 22 Houston 24 30 444 1472 ;‘%g‘}gg‘;ﬁ 3 52 L
Miami 11 45 196 25 Minnesota 14 40 .259 2472 B o R
Charlotte 9 43 173 28"z zindiana 42 40 512 17
Atlanta 41 41 500 18
Central Division Pacific Division Orlando 18043220 S 4]
W L Pct. GB W L Pct. GB
Detroit 40 15 727 — L.A.Lakers 40 13 7556 — Mlsowisy W L Pt GB
Chicago 34 20 630 5% Porfland 37 17 _.685 3% Ar -
Miwaukee 32 23 582 8 Phoenix 35 17 673 4% Zoelas e e
Indiana 20 26 527 11 Seattle 28 25 528 12 Wi
Cleveland 25 28 472 14 Golden State 24 30 .444 16%2 g:acfl';ﬁce 1\3 63 .:az 37
Atlanta 25 29 463 14%2 L.A.Clippers 21 33 .389 192 X-kAanakgrs 63 19 .73%; e

Z-Pol N
Orlando 15 39 278 24% Sacramento 15 38 283 25 3 -Phoss SO EC R
Seattle 41 41 500 22
Golden State 37 45 451 26
LA Clippers 30 52 366 33
Sacramento 23 59 280 40

x-clinched

Tabellen over er fra tidligere i &r. Den til Cirres e
awision title
heyre er sluttabell. ;),dx';‘lm,i*

———— Three teams, including the
heavily favored Los Angeles
Lakers, were pushed to the
brink of elimination from the

Lakers against the wall i oo s

s L The Lakers were pummeled
by the Phoenix Suns 114-101
uns, Bulls, Pistons one game away, 1,68 v e Phoenix Sus 114101
S : Western Conference semifinal
series 3-1. The Lakers, who had
the league's best regularsea-
son record and have been to
the NBA Finals seven times in
eight vears and have won two
of the iast three titles, must win
the next three games. Game 5
is Tuesday at The Forum.

“We know our work is cut
out, but we continue to believe
we can get the job done,” Lak-
ers coach Pat Riley said.

Only four teams have come
back from 3-1 deficits to win a
series. The Lakers are one of
them, doing it against the Suns
in 1970.

Kevin Johnson had 30 points
and 16 assists to offset a 43-
point performance by the Lak-
ers’ Magic Johnson.

In the Eastern Conference,
Michael Jordan scored 45
points to lead the Chicago Bulls
to a come-from-behind 111-101
victory at Philadelphia against
the 76ers. The Bulls lead 3-1
with Game 5 Wednesday at
Chicago Stadium.

“We're going to have to be
very careful not to be overcon-
fident,” Bulls coach Phil Jack-
son said. “This series isn't over
yet.”

The winner of that series ad-
vances to the conference final
to play the winner of the De-
troit Pistons-New York Knicks
series. The Pistons took a 3-1
lead with a 102-90 win at Madi-
son Square Garden.

The other West semifinal is

By Bob Ga«b;ann, AP tied at 2 after the San Antonio
FOLLOW THE BOUNCING BALL: L_A. Laker James Worthy and Suns Dan Majerle, center, Spurs’ second consecutive

and Jeff Hornacek chase a loose ball in Sunday’s playoff game in Phoenix. The Suns won home victory against the Port-
114-101, and lead 3-1 in their semifinal series, placing L.A. on the brink of elimination. land Trail Qazegé, 115-105.




Imports find
rewarding
life in NBA

By David Leon Moore
Eur opeans USA TODAY

show ability LOS ANGELES — Whatev-
er else you can say about the

tO adapt tO Los Angeles Lakers and their
ossible drive to another Na-
new COUﬂ’[ry, gonal Basketball Association

i title, add this:
dlfferer_]t Style They areh lucky shoppetrl's.

After all, their Yugo is still
Of playlng running. Purring, even.
——— A voung Yugoslav named
Vlade Divac came to them this season as something of a
gamble. Selected 26th in the first round of last year’s NBA
draft, he was seen as a project, a big man with intriguing
skills who might be of help in a couple of years.

Now, he is seen as the steal of the draft, a key part in the
Lakers’ best-record-in-the-NBA machine.

“He’s very exciting to us,” Lakers assistant Bill Bertka
says. “He is a very gifted young man.”

Only the Lakers, winners of five of the last 10 NBA titles
and still going strong, could replace a Rolls-Royce — re-
tired NBA legend Kareem Abdul-Jabbar — with a Yugo
and end up favored to take another checkered flag,

Four other NBA teams tested the European import mar- e |
ket this season, with varying degrees of success and disap- By Robort Hanashirs USATOBR,

pointment. ALL-AROUND PLAYER: Los Angeles' Viade Divac ‘has a gift
ed touch with the ball,” Lakers assistant Bill Bertka says.

DOUBLE Olajuwon scores quadruple-double

Akeem Olajuwon became only the third player in NBA history to re-

TIME s cord a quadruple-double with 29 points, 18 rebounds, 10 assists and
11 blocked shots against Golden State. Nate Thurmond had the first in
1974, the year after the league began recording blocked shots. Alvin
Foun Robertson had the other, getting double-digit steals:
Player Team Date Pts. Reb. Ast Blk. (Stl.)
HOUSTON'S BIG MAN e 01
BECOMES 3RD PLAYER Nalke Thurmond | - Chicago 22 3

S oE MioelO

Olajuwon and David Robinson, the best big men in the West, are the
g?A-JrBELé \%8‘%%15’\‘43 only players this year with triple-doubles that include blocked shots.
i = e M:Jnday night, the¥ faced each other for the third time.

or pponent D

ate

; AP
AKEEM OLAJUWON: Next
challenge: David Robinson.

Dream sequence:
Akeem Olajuwon, who usually ‘
downplays his heroics on' the T
court, was all smiles after collect- :
ing the third quadruple-double in
NBA history. “That’s a big ac-

Akeem Olajuwon  Houston vs. Uta 24

complishment,” Olajuwon said Richmond. G.S 72 593 392 1612 224
after scoring 29 points with 18 re- NBA LEADERS Tiscale, Sac 73 675 278 1628 22.3
bounds, 11 blocked shots and 10 Johnson, LAL I1408 457 1% gfg
: King, Wash. §
assists Saturday against Golden Through Saturday McDaniel. Sea 61 541 221 1308 514
State. “Coach (Don) Chaney had Smith, LAC 72 553 420 1527 212
2Sked me f [ wanied o go ack oy OO R
= ‘ er, Team va. | McHale, Bos. 8
illléoggtliwgm;}e to ?etutlhat bloc.. -Jordan, Chi. 74 938 567 2527 34.1 | Price, Clev. 65 443 271 1293 199
0 blocks in the final 4:02 Malone, Utah 73 821 612 2269 311 | Person, Ind. 69 543 189 1358 19.7
as Houston won 129-120. When Ewing, N.Y. 74 839 462 2141 289 glaﬂckénaanlaﬂ« gg 2(7,5 ggg }3;‘;2 }g-g
th Chambers, Phos. 74 751 495 2019 27.3 | Catledge, Ori. :
cr:dga!lted“ew?tl;:d?;{l Olajuwon was , Wilkins, Af. 73 726 418 1924 26.4 | Malone, Af. 74 479 455 1414 191
but the Rockets staﬂy nu}e lz:?;:lmf g:c!::? Gi>sti| ;2 gég ggg 1%‘ zs.g mﬁﬁé? %et %’ 22?; g };2&7, }g'g
ooked a ey, Phil. 5 1869 25. . Det. :
the fil Miller, Ind. 74 609 485 1838 24.8 | Dumars, Det. 68 480 273 1253 18.4
llgnaﬁugz the tgme ?nd.‘ﬁ? Malone, Wash, 68 709 242 1661 24.4 | Hawkins, Phil. 76 484 352 1394 18.3
legitimate,” Chaney g~ T8 o R T R ) e
> inson, S.A. 1 1 4.9 . Den. ;
got it on ﬂ]’m ” Thegn:re:lltedas? m"gjln,wmsoﬂ Hou. 73 706 329 17gg 240 Ainge, Sac. 69 464 206 1233 179
A Drexier, Port. 65 597 309 1528 235 Harper, Dall 74 508 222 1322 179

sist happened wh ; 7
pper when Olajuwon Campbell, Minn. 74 661 402 1733 23.4 | Davis, Den. 64 469 196 1138 17.8
threw a kick-out pass to Buck Cummings, S.A. 74 682 313 1696 22.9 | Porter, Port. 73 415 386 1298 17.8
Johnson, who made a jumper. K.Johnson, Phoe. 67 525 444 1501 22.4 | Stockton, Utah 69 421 316 1199 17.4
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Road to Denver: NCAA Div. | men’s basketball championship
Firstround  Second round Regionals Semifinals Semifinals Regionals Second round  First round

March 15 & 16 March17 &18  March 23 &25 March 31 s / March 31 March22 &24 March 17 & 18 March 15 & 16
: U. Conn. (28-5)
Boston Univ. (18-11)

1 Michigan State (26-5)

- U. Conn. 76-52
15 Murray State (21-8)

Mich. St. 75-71 (OT)

Oversikt over kampene til de ¢4 lagene som gikk til
sluttspillet i NCAA. Ytterst 1 runde, innerst Final Four.

Mich. St. U. Conn.
g Houston (23-6) 62-58 : Indiana (18-10)
UCSB 70-66 California 65-63
g UCSB (20-8) v Z:) \.\ : w o..e / California (21-9)
: Ga. Tech. £ 4 bs U. Conn. .
5 LSU (22:8) Knoxville, Tenn. e e = Hartford Clemson (24-8)
LSU 70-63 ¥ (OT Clemson 49-47
12 Villanova (18-14) VI||| ) BYU (21-8)
Ga. Tech
4 Georgia Tech (24-6) 94-91 La Salle (29-1)
= s = Ga. Tech 99-83 La Salle 79-63 So. Mi
13 E. Tenn. State (27-6) Louisiana e i 1 mMman:*mﬁ:mQ?.zmum 0. Miss. (20-11)
S Superdome ast Rutherford, N.J. )
Minn ta (20-8 - - St. Joh 23-9
g Minnesota (20-6) Minn. 64-61 (OT New Orleans [ >>°' o Stalahnis 81.65 e
11 UTEP (21-10) Temple (20-10)
- Minn. Duke
1 3 Missouri (26-5) 81-78 7672V Duke (24-8)
No. lowa 74-71 Duke 81-46
14 Northern lowa (22-8) Richmond (22-9)
- ; Minn. Duke
- Virginia (19-11) m.a:_:.o:n.. Va. 82-75 90-81 Atlanta UCLA (20-10)
Virginia 75-67 { UCLA 68-56
19 Notre Dame (16-12) ) ) UAB (22-8)
Syracuse UCLA
Syracuse (24-6 63-61 71-70 Kansas (294
2 =Y { ) Syracuse 70-48 Kansas 79-71 4 { )
15 Coppin State (26-6) Robert Morris (22-7)
UNLV Duke
1 UNLV (29-5) 90-81 97-83 Oklahoma (26-4) ;
UNLV 102-72 Oklahoma 77-68
16 Ark-Little Rock (20-9) . 'IAqoimoz State (18-12) 18
UNLV UNC
Ohio State (16-12 & 76- ; 79-77 UNC (19-12
8 e Ohio St. 84-83 (OT)ff /0°5° . UNC 83-70 WL 8
g Providence (17-11) S.W. Missouri State (22-6) o
2 UNLV Ark. : .
Salt Lake City Austin, Texas
Oregon State (22-6 F - Illinols (21-7.
5 Oreg (228) ~" Bail Stats 5453 ety ik Dayton 88-86 (217) 2
12 Ball State (24-6) Y {Dayton (21-9) 12
Ball State Ark.
4 Louisville (26-7) 3 62-60 86-84 Arkansas (26-4) 4 =
Louisville 78-59 Arkansas 68-64
13 ldaho (25-5) V|l|||| Alameda County Reunion Arena Princeton (20-6) 13 fm
Coliseum UNLV Ark. Dallas
New Mexico State (26-4 i 131-101 88-85 Xavler (26-4 =
=16 rm a Aﬁww Loy. Mary. 111-92 Oakland, Calif. |13 ; Xavier 87-79 - ﬁm ) A & l&...v
41 _Loyola Marymount (23- ansas State (17-14) 1
A Loy. Mary. z>.—-—=z>—- Xavier 4

ol

Michigan (22-7) ¥ 149-115 74-71 d Georgetown (23-6) 3
Mich. 76-70 f Georgetown 70-52
lllinois State (18-12) T' o n=>g1—== ] R |Aqumm So0. (19-11)
i oyola ‘Texas | H H
Long Beach, Calif. UNLYV, 103-73 : Indianapolis  ¢...qia 20.6) 7

Alabama 71-54 Beb0 jtead Texas 100-88
|||||A._.mxmw (21-8) 10

£

Alabama (24-8)

~

19 Colorado State (21-8) MchNi i
Alabama| Z—Oj Texas 1
Arizona (24-6 77-55 mﬁcﬁa, Arena 73-72 : Purdue (21-7
& . i Purdue 75-63 = 2

Arizona 79-67 ¥

South Florida (20-10) e Denver INE. Louisiana (227) 15

on
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CHAMPIONSHIP |

“winner all the way

DENVER — No doubt about
it.

Nevada-Las Vegas ended
coach Jerry Tarkanian’s long
wait for a national champion-
ship — and extended Duke’s —
Monday night, blitzing the Blue
Devils 103-73 in the NCAA tour-
nament final.

Anderson Hunt scored 29
points and All-America for-
ward Larry Johnson 22 as the
Rebels seized control with first-
half defense and sealed it with
a three-minute, 18-0 offensive
and defensive explosion in the
second half.

The 30-point margin was the
largest of any tournament fi-
nal. The previous: 23 points in
1968, when UCLA beat North
Carolina 78-55.

The Rebels also became the
first team to break the 100-
point barrier in the champion-
ship game.

“It was just one of those
games you dream about,” Tar-
kanian said.

It was a game Tarkanian, §

the USA’s winningest active
coach, awaited for 22 years

20

NEVADA-LAS VEGAS (103)

g
min m-a m-a 2(;-( ;Pé ég

Johnson 30 8-12 4-4 2-11
DUKE (73) Augmon 26 67 01 2475 12
A Butler 27 14 22 0333 4
e 9 Hunt 311216 12 0220 29
in ma m-a o-tapt ip rthion 30 511 34 1-1 63 13
Brickey 24 24 02 1322 4 y 12 25 12 3602 5
Laettner 29/512 56 5954 15 STy 9 01 00 0022 0
Abdeinaby 24 57 46 4703 {4  BCe 12 22 00 0001 5
Henderson 32 920 22 1202 21 g 8 45 00 0202 8
Bave 21 5% 58 1907 & (Cvmmoven 1012 22 1128 §
Kougek e 14 00 2200 2 o S e 85 0
i - 0 1310 510932423 103
McCaffrey 9l -3 4ol ipioinl g 3 TOTALS 20041671317 10-332423 103
Buckley 3 00 00 0100 0 Percentages: First half: FG—.559 FT—.778.
Palmer 2 00 34 0300 3 Second half: FG— 667. FT-—750. Game:
Cook 2 111 00 0000 2 FG— 612, FT —.765 3-Point Goals 8-14, .571
TOTALS __ 20026-6120-2717-391116_ 73 (Hunt 47 Johnson 2-2. Cvyanovich 1-1. Young

Percentages. First half: FG— 462, FT—.688.
Second half: FG—.400, FT—818. Game:
FG— 426, FT— 741. 3-Point Goals: 1-11. .091
(Hencerson 1-8, Koubek 0-1, Hurley 0-2). Team

rebounds: 6. Blocked shots: 3 (Abdelnaby
Davis). Turnovers 23 (Henderson 6, Hurley

Laettner 3, Brickey 2, McCaffrey 2, Abdeinaby,
Buckley, Cook. Hill. Koubek). Steals: 5 (Davis,

Henderson. Hill. Hurley, Laettner)

and 683 games. He and UNLV 8
reached the NCAA Final Four (&

two previous times and never |

reached the tournament final.
Duke goes home from a Fi-
mal Four empty-handed for the
eighth tme overall and the
fourth time in five years.

“We couldn’t overcome their |-

defense,” Blue Devils coach
Mike Krzyzewski said. “They

were in control of the game, *

whether they had the ball or
not. ... They were great.”

UNLYV, playing both its tradi- y
tional, man-to-man pressure |
defense and an equally wear- §

ing 1-1-3 zone, forced 10 Duke

turnovers in the game’s first 3
814 minutes, 14 in the first half

and 23 in the game. The Rebels
(35-5) led 47-35 at halftime,
then let Duke (29-9) pull within
10 in the opening minutes of
the second half.

And then, they blew the Blue
Devils away.

Hunt, seiected the Final
Four’s outstanding player, hit
two three-pointers and scored
12 of UNLV’s points in the
three-minute, six-second run in

5 By H. DarrBeiser, USA TODAY
LEADING FORCE: Anderson
Hunt led UNLV with 29 points.

the second half. The 18-0 erup-
tion made it 75-47 with 13:18
left to play.

Hunt finished 12-for-16 from
the field, and UNLV shot 61.2
percent as a team.

“I was in awe,” Krzyzewski

said.

0-1. Bice 0-1. Rice 0-1). Team
rebounds Blocked shots: 3 (Augmon 2,
Johnson) Turnovers 17 (Augmon 3. Anthony 3.
Jonnson 3. Bice 3 Scurry 2, Hunt, Jeter,

1-1, Anthon

Young) Steals: 16 (Anthony 5. .Johnson 4,
; Duke 35 38— 73
UNLV 47 56 — 103

—_— e Ed
Technical fouls: None A: 17.765 Officials: Ed
Hightower, Tim Higgins Richard Ballesteros.

‘Where they UNLVI b |
scored from : |

~ USA TODAY

QUOTE OF THE DAY

661 didn’t feel this emotional last night. |
guess because we got kicked so bad.99

— Duke basketball coach Mike Krzyzewski,

whose team lost the NCAA championshi
to Nevada-Las Vegas 103-73. § st




Oversikt over semifinalene i Final Four,

" ARKANSAS (82)
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ft
GEORGIA TECH (81) min M-8 W;; 3_; t‘ip‘: ;;7)
i mtg m-a :l apt 1p Day 3% 85‘; 7-.3 3603 18
S 817 69 0403 29 Fowell 20 99 7% Y305 5
N % 23 00 1503 4 Credit 1923 0% p261 12
Vel % 24 01 1902 4 Vawery 35 Fle 00 12 50 2
34 7-14 12 1-8 8 4 16 owe o , Sia
gr;’sgson spion Jegiba ¢ @ Hawkins 15 24 22 0201 6 Henlderson %10(;‘12 gg e
Brown 20 23 00 2235 4 gy 182 Bs ha g Hirky 0z §8 0100
Baw 8 00 00 SOSEL ol %o Tiis s o Rt
30-591321 6- i = 00 1 oy 09 01
;Slzlr_\%ages: g(i)rgi half: FG—.667, FT—.800. Mar:zs 3 00 00 g.}) 8 (2) (()) :\(Ag\?;;f;ey 18 G20 G002 2
Second half: FG——.31%5, FT'—!ASE.EISGBBI‘V;! Whitby % g% g:g 2000010 Eckioy 1 00 g% 5‘8 gg g
Second halt KO o Tee-point goais: 821, Lm 10100 B ook e . N
5 et 8 A e Nl T 20029731926 15401425 83 Torars 20033612839 1407619 a7
B ovounds: 4. Blocked shots: 1 (MeNel).  percentages: First half FO_ 418, 7T e percentages: First halt, FCoy 517 FT—662
Turnovers: 15 (Anderson 4 Oliver 4, Scott 4, Socond half: FG— 385, FT— 875. Game: tages: Firsl hel =t e
McNeil 2, Brown). Steals: 4 (Scott 2, Anderson, To 397, FT—731. Three-point goals: 6-21, ?egcon&n i G T i Gane
Meel) 285 (Day 4.8, Howel 1-2, Murry 1-3, Bowers 0- s, P10, Three pon, S8
Ll e PO Ay O e 04 oA 20 Sielndh ket whots 3
e rebounde: Sy i Gerson Laettner). Turnovers: 16 (Hur-
min m'-g ma’ glapiie Kins) T Rl Mayoery 4 lighet ?eab vgsgkeyra Henderson 3, Davis 2. Laettner
Johnson 26 511 44 35 35 15 2, Miller 2, Hawkins, Huevy)..Steals:'/(Mayberry M\{:C‘aﬁrey)‘ sxéals;sv»\bde!r\aby’j e
Augmon 37 916 33 4933 22 3. Credit, Howell. Huery, Miller). e scrkon, Husiey. o e
Butler 31 6-10 1-3 161.2 ]] ;‘ 12% DUKE (97) : Pk - za— = —_55
Hunt 38 7-15 1- 9 ansas N
anory %248 37 D185 T8 mn ma ma ot &P 5 Duke 46 51— 97
GO%E: 10 1-3 4- 2 —
Cuanovin 2 &0 Go oot 0 Pk 2B re e Ao - o Technost [l Lot A 19467, Official
voung 00 00 %_g ’ g o ety 27,812 45 050 3720 Donaghey, Burr, Bosoi
lones 2 00 00
B?Cee 2 00 00 001 0 0
TOTALS

o 2 00 BN = -
200 34-65 12-19 151‘;30%01_20 85970
percentages: First half: FG—.545, FT—089/.
Second ghal': FG—.500, F\}-.SOQ Game:
FG—.523, FT—.632. Three-point goals: 10-15,
667 (Hunt 5-9, Anthony 3-4, Augmon 1-1,
Johnson 1-1). Team rebounds: 2. Blocked
shots: 2 (Hunt, Johnson). Turnovers: 15 (Antho-
ny 4. Butler 3, Johnson 3, Cvijanovich 2, Scurry
2. Hunt). Steals: 6 (Augmon 2, Butler 2, Anthony,

Hunt). 28 81
Ga. Tech 53 =
UNLV 46 44 — 90

U  __  —————— Ofrcials:
Technical fouls: None. A: 17,675. Officials:
Bain, Paparo, Stupin.

Ed Remke/ The Associated Press

Dennis Scott of Tech’s lethal trio was disarmed under the basket.

REKLAMENS Ti PA TOPP

/\]ic/l.uc/ Jordan er basketballspiller i Chicago Bulls og
drar i 1990 inn 55 millioner i rene reklame-penger ifolg

gc
en undersokelse The New York Times har ¢jort. =~

Nar vi vet at var venn Michael har

ca

skaffe seg palegg til bredskiva.

Yellowjackets gjorde her en bra 1.omgang, men de ble knust av
N-Las Vegas sitt forsvarsspill i 2.omgang. 28 p sier sitt.

Da UNLV ogsa treffer pa 10 av 15 3 poengere, mot Techs 8 av 21

s& bidrar ogsa dette. Duke (4 final four i leopet av 5 siste &r)

Ville gjerne vinne i &r. Jevn 1l.omg, men gikk ifra i 2.

Blue Devils, Rebels

don’t resort to gimmicks

Intense man-to-man pres-
sure defense helped bring
Duke and Nevada-Las Vegas to
Monday night's NCAA basket-
ball tournament final in Den-
ver's McNichols Sports Arena.

For UNLYV, it was the first
shot at the title in 11 tourna-
ment appearances, including
three trips to the Final Four,
under coach Jerry Tarkanian.

For Duke which has
reached the Final Four a third
consecutive year and the
fourth time in five years — it
was championship game No. 4.

There, coach Mike Krzy-

20 mill. (+ - ) i &rslenn, sa har han vel ikke sa store problemer med

zewski and the Blue Devils
were looking for victory No. 1.

“Next to UNLV, they've
been my favorite team,” Tar-
kanian says. “We're probably
the only two teams I can think
of that still play the type of de-
fense we do. We both try to
pressure the ball at halfcourt.
We both try to deny the lead
passes. We both try to front the
post.”

Call it college basketball's
style of the '90s. Duke's and
UNLV's pressure is designed to
feed equally aggressive, equal-
ly high-speed offenses.

a



tanford takes its first title

Finalen i jentenes turnering. Den kommer nok i bakgrunn av guttas Final Four som

er noe av det storste i idrettsbegivenheter i USA. Som nevnt tidligere sa er det

ikke proffbasket for damer i USA. Grunnen er at TV-titterne ikke synes det er intere-
ssant .

By Debbie Becker
USA TODAY

KNOXVILLE, Tenn. —
Coach Tara VanDerveer’s five-
year resurrection of Stanford’s
women's basketball program
culminated in an 88-81 victory
against Auburn in the NCAA
championship game.

It was the first national
championship for Stanford (32-
1). For Auburn (287), it was
the third consecutive title-
game 10ss.

“It's been the same story all
year long,” said VanDerveer.
“It was a total team effort.
These players will do whatever
it takes to win.”

Stanford came back from
nine points down in the first
half on the play of point guard
Sonja Henning (21 points, nine
rebounds) and the inside game
of Trisha Stevens (16 points, 10
rebounds), Julie Zeilstra (nine)
and Val Whiting (seven).

Auburn made runs through-
out the second half but was

stopped each time by the three-
point shooting of Stanford se-
niors Katy Steding (18 points,
seven rebounds) and Jennifer
Azzi (17 points, five assists), the
tournament MVP from nearby
Oak Ridge, Tenn.

“I can’t really describe how I
feel,” said Azzi.

Stanford was 27-57 in the
three seasons before Azzi’s ar-
rival. They're 87-9 since.

“They were shooting three-
pointers like we were trying to
shoot layups,” said Auburn

coach Joe Ciampi.

Stanford hit 11 of 26 three-
pointers. Steding scored six, a
championship game record.

“They had so many weapons
that defensively it created
problems for us,” said Ciampi.
“My concern and my disbelief
was with how quick they got
the shot off.

“Basketball is a game of
streaks. Good teams make runs
at you. Defensively, we
couldn’t have asked for any
more from our team today.”

Auburn was led by Carolyn <= s T

Jones with 24 points and nine
rebounds. Jones scored 11 con-
secutive points in the first half
to key Auburn’s run.

“At halftime we made some
adjustments,” said VanDer-
veer. “Auburn was tired, and
when you're tired, the press

A dream come true
i for coach VanDerveer

ing on the all-tournament team G ¢ 4 L
were Auburn’s Chantel Tremi- S A tui

tiere and Louisiana Tech’s Ve-
nus Lacy.

;%7 FORTL

WOMEN’S NCAA
CHAMPIONSHIP GAME

AUBURN (81)
fg # o

min m-a m-a o-tapl tp
Thompson 31 311 22 0215 10
Mago 25 26 02 1503 4
Hayden 31 68 36 0503 15
Tremitiere 40 79 12 1551 17
Jones 36 717 89 3924 24
Godby 22 410 13 1405 9
Stevenson 13 12 00 1333 2
Freeman 2 00 00 0101 O

TOTALS 20030-6315-24 9-391125 81
Percentages: FG—.476, FT—.625. Three-point
goals: 6-12, .500 (Thompson 2-2, Tremitiere 2-2,
Jones 2-6, Godby 0-1, Stevenson 0-1). Team
rebounds: 5. Blocked shots: 3 (Jones 2,
Godby). Turnovers: 9 (Thompson 3, Tremitiere
2, Stevenson 2, Hayden, Jones). Steals: 4
(Tremitiere 2, Thompson, Jones).

STANFORD (88)

fg ft ™

min ma m-a ot apf tp
Steding 34 618 00 2753 18
Zeilstra 30 28 55 4622 9
Stevens 28 613 45 410 1 4 16
Azzi 39 510 35 1455 17
Henning 39 611 811 4910 21
Whiting 24 36 15 2401 7
Richards 5 00 00 0001 0
Parson 1 00 00 0000 O
TOTALS 20028-66 21-31 13-511416 88

Percentages: FG—.424, FT— .677. Three-point
goals: 11-26, 423 (Steding 6-15, Azzi 4-8,
Henning 1-3). Team rebounds: 11. Blocked
shots: 2 (Steding, Whiting). Turnovers: 13 (Zeil-
stra 3, Whiting 3, Stevens 2, Azzi 2, Henning 2,
Richards). Steals: 5 (Steding, Zeilstra, Stevens
Henning, Whiting).

Auburn 41 40 — 81
Stanford 41 47 — 88

Technical fouls: None. A: 20,023. Officials: 4
Bomenger, Bell. Fi

By Stephen Lefkovits, USA TODAY
FINAL VICTORY: Stanford's Jennifer Azzi, tournament MVP, hugs coach TaralI VanDerveer
after a 88-81 victory against Auburn in the women’s NCAA final.
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